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to the discretion of the very persons charged with
it By that reasoning all orders of his superiors were
at his mercy; and he actually undertook to set aside
those commands which by an express act of Parlia-
ment he was bound to obey, on his opinion of what
would or would not conduce to the good of govern-
ment. On his principlesj he either totally annihi-
lates the authority of the act of Parliament, or he
entertains so extravagant a supposition as that the
Court of Directors possessed a more absolute author-
ity, when their orders were not intended for the pub-
lic good, than when they were.

General Clavering was of a different opinion. He
thought "he should be wanting to the legislature,
and to the Court of Directors, if he was not to receive
the complaints of the inhabitants, when properly au-
thenticated, and to prefer them to the board for in-
vestigation, as the only means by which these griev-
ances can be redressed, and the Company informed
of the conduct of their servants."

To these sentiments Colonel Monson and Mr,
Francis adhered. Mr. Hastings thought it more safe,
on principles similar to those assumed by Mr. Bar-
well, to refuse to hear the charge; but he reserved
his remarks on this transaction, because they will be
equally applicable to many others which in the course
of this business are likely to be brought before the board.
There appeared, therefore, to him a probability that
the charge about the corrupt bargain was no more
than the commencement of a whole class of such ac-
cusations ; since he was of opinion (and what is very
extraordinary, previous to any examination) that the
same remarks would be applicable to several of those
which were to follow. He must suppose this class of
charges very uniform, as well as very extensive.